
These abbreviations, symbols and dose 
designations are frequently misinterpreted 
and involved in harmful medication errors. 

They should NEVER be used when 
communicating medicine-related information.

For the full poster, references or more 
information visit www.hqsc.govt.nz

Issued by the National Medication Safety Expert 
Advisory Group (MSEAG) April 2012.

NAT IONAL  MED ICAT ION  SAFETY  PROGRAMME

Error-prone abbreviations, symbols 
and dose designations not to use

These abbreviations, symbols and dose 
designations are frequently misinterpreted 
and involved in harmful medication errors. 

They should NEVER be used when 
communicating medicine-related information.

For the full poster, references or more 
information visit www.hqsc.govt.nz

Issued by the National Medication Safety Expert 
Advisory Group (MSEAG) April 2012.

NAT IONAL  MED ICAT ION  SAFETY  PROGRAMME

Error-prone abbreviations, symbols 
and dose designations not to use

These abbreviations, symbols and dose 
designations are frequently misinterpreted 
and involved in harmful medication errors. 

They should NEVER be used when 
communicating medicine-related information.

For the full poster, references or more 
information visit www.hqsc.govt.nz

Issued by the National Medication Safety Expert 
Advisory Group (MSEAG) April 2012.

NAT IONAL  MED ICAT ION  SAFETY  PROGRAMME

Error-prone abbreviations, symbols 
and dose designations not to use

These abbreviations, symbols and dose 
designations are frequently misinterpreted 
and involved in harmful medication errors. 

They should NEVER be used when 
communicating medicine-related information.

For the full poster, references or more 
information visit www.hqsc.govt.nz

Issued by the National Medication Safety Expert 
Advisory Group (MSEAG) April 2012.

NAT IONAL  MED ICAT ION  SAFETY  PROGRAMME

Error-prone abbreviations, symbols 
and dose designations not to use

These abbreviations, symbols and dose 
designations are frequently misinterpreted 
and involved in harmful medication errors. 

They should NEVER be used when 
communicating medicine-related information.

For the full poster, references or more 
information visit www.hqsc.govt.nz

Issued by the National Medication Safety Expert 
Advisory Group (MSEAG) April 2012.

NAT IONAL  MED ICAT ION  SAFETY  PROGRAMME

Error-prone abbreviations, symbols 
and dose designations not to use

These abbreviations, symbols and dose 
designations are frequently misinterpreted 
and involved in harmful medication errors. 

They should NEVER be used when 
communicating medicine-related information.

For the full poster, references or more 
information visit www.hqsc.govt.nz

Issued by the National Medication Safety Expert 
Advisory Group (MSEAG) April 2012.

NAT IONAL  MED ICAT ION  SAFETY  PROGRAMME

Error-prone abbreviations, symbols 
and dose designations not to use

These abbreviations, symbols and dose 
designations are frequently misinterpreted 
and involved in harmful medication errors. 

They should NEVER be used when 
communicating medicine-related information.

For the full poster, references or more 
information visit www.hqsc.govt.nz

Issued by the National Medication Safety Expert 
Advisory Group (MSEAG) April 2012.

NAT IONAL  MED ICAT ION  SAFETY  PROGRAMME

Error-prone abbreviations, symbols 
and dose designations not to use

These abbreviations, symbols and dose 
designations are frequently misinterpreted 
and involved in harmful medication errors. 

They should NEVER be used when 
communicating medicine-related information.

For the full poster, references or more 
information visit www.hqsc.govt.nz

Issued by the National Medication Safety Expert 
Advisory Group (MSEAG) April 2012.

NAT IONAL  MED ICAT ION  SAFETY  PROGRAMME

Error-prone abbreviations, symbols 
and dose designations not to use



Do not useUse

abbreviated chemical 
names (eg, HCL)

full name

abbreviated medicine 
names (eg, MTX, HCT)

full name

μg or mcgmicrogram

U or IUunit or international unit

ngnanogram

OD, od, or O.D. daily or intended time of 
administration

SCsubcut or subcutaneous

SLsubling or sublingual

mEq or milliequivalentmillimole or mmol

Q.D, q.d, qd, QDdaily

decimal points without 
a leading zero  
(eg, .5mg)

smaller units (eg, 500 
micrograms) or a leading 
zero eg, 0.5mg

a trailing zero  
(eg, 1.0mg, 100.0g)

without a trailing zero 
eg, 1mg, 100g

Roman numerals  
(eg, ii, iv, x)

   words or 1, 2, 3 
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